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www.funarte.gov.br

Created in 1975, the Brazilian National Foundation of Arts
is an agency of the Brazilian Federal Government, whose
mission is to promote and encourage the production,
practice, and dissemination of Arts. This agency is also
responsible for federal public policies in this area.
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To improve its management, a partnership was
established with the Information Science

unos SRR o Department of Fluminense Federal University to
funarte p -

develop methodologies for  organization,
retrieval, and preservation of CEDOC’
.Um collections. The focus was on the improvement

Universidade Federal Fluminense O f iﬂf()r mati()n aCCessS ¢t Cgaf dlﬂg thlS Cultur al

heritage whose wusers are public managers,
researchers, artists, and students.
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AUTHORITY CONTROL
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RESEARCH DESIGN

Motivation: Difficulties described by CEDOC
managers regarding authority control.

Question: How can Funarte Authority Lists be
reviewed in order to promote authority
control and consistency?

Goal: To present the results of the application

of a review method to the terms that
compound Funarte Authority Lists.
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METHODOLOGY

Theoretical dimension:

— Literature review (Andrade 2015, Cintra et al. 2002,
Lara 2004, Lara 2007, Martinez Tamayo 1997, Smit
2013, Wiederhold and Reeve 2021)

Applied dimension:
—  Qualitative research with inductive method
— Main steps:

1. Diagnosis
2. Method design

3. Elaboration of indicators
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The following absences were detected:

Problem-generator contexts:
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Library Science
Archival Science
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The first question answered was:

Are there other occurrences of the term in the
Name Authority List?

The goal was to identify semantic, syntactic, and
typographic variations of each one of the 61.748 terms.
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The next question was:

Is the term also included in other Funarte
Authority List?

The term was searched in all Authority Lists available at
the analysis matrix: Institution, Event, Uniform title,
Geographical, Chronological, and Topic term.
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The third question was:

Are there other possibilities of equivalences that are
not included in the Funarte Authority Lists?

This question aimed to identify other possibilities of
designation forms, solve doubts, and identify
ambiguities through searches in information sources,
e.g.: Virtual International Authority File, special
encyclopedias, dictionaries etc.
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names of plays, theater
groups, theater companies, theaters, dates, movie titles,
associations, personal collections etc.
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A new spreadsheet was generated
to shed light to the occurrences of

A c the term in the
temm Oceusences The term was kept in column
A, followed by its code in column
6592 B, and the occurrences — and their

codes — in column C.

Fernandes, Millér, 1923-2012

Millér (32971)

Fernandes, Raimundo Alberto Guedes 0 o
i 44335 |Fernandes, Rai do Alberto Guedes (2157 \WY,
(Ratmundo Alberto Guedes Fernandes) - ernandes, Raimuado Alberto Guedes ( ) SO’ OCCUrtences cre regIStered e

Fernandes, Sebastido, 1902- Fernandes, Sebastido (6559) the relatIOﬂShlp from A to C It
Fernandes, Silvia 7363 |Telesi, Silvia Fernandes (257) :

Fernandes, Silvino (Sivino Fernandes) Fernandes, Silvino (67247) was necessary to pay attentlon to

Fernandes, Vera Froes, 1955- 67254 |Froes, Vera (42687)

Source: Elaborated by the authors.

the terms that have different
designation forms even when there
was a distance regarding the
alphabetical order.
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C

Occurrences

Buarque, Chico (97)

BUARQUE, CHICO (ADAPT)) (71726)

Buarque, Chico, 1944- (3021)

. Holanda, Chico Buarque de (2263
Hollanda, Chico Buarque de, 1944~ e n_co uarque de )
Holanda, Chico Buarque de, 1944- (28496)
Holanda, Francisco de (14607)
Hollanda, Chico Buarque de (7973)

Hollanda, Francisco Buarque de (75028)

Source: Elaborated by the authors.

From this step, it was possible to identify terms with different
designation forms, but with the same meaning, and terms with
the same and similar designation forms, that is, syntactic,
spelling, or typographic variations of the same term.
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relationships

equivalences
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After the review, the following indicators were generated:

Indicator Terms
Funarte authority database
Reviewed terms of the Name Authority List

Terms that have 1 to 8 occurrences

Occurrences (variant forms or equivalent terms at Name Authority List)

Terms which are part of the Name Authority List identified in other
Funarte Lists

Occurrences identified in other Funarte Lists from the 703 terms

Recommendation of exclusion of terms at Name Authority List

Recommendation of adjustment of terms at Name Authority List

Source: Elaborated by the authors.
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MAIN RESULTS

Identification of terms which were considered appropriate in
accordance with the authority control standards, and
construction and use of KOS;

Identification of the necessary attributes to contextualize the
authorities in cataloging records, such as:

a. 1nsertion of the date of birth, or date of birth and death;
b. adoption of standards for designation forms;

c. standardization of typographic forms, use of upper and
lower cases, primary language etc.

Identification of terms whose adjustment or exclusion were
recommended;

Identification of duplicities, homonyms, and equivalent terms.

Suellen Milani & Julietti Andrade. 2021



The review carried out outlined important
features of the Funarte Authority Lists.

A management tool was elaborated to
enable that adjustments can be proceed in a

standardized and controlled way by
CEDOC managers.

In this way, this review brings elements to
the development of methods for obtaining
consistent authority records, as well as for
the construction of KOS.
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Regarding authority control, the method relies
on the evaluation of Funarte authorities
identifying variant forms, and duplicities as
consequences of typo, classification of the same
term in different lists, e.g.: presence of the same
term in the Institution List and in the Event List
without distinguishing attributes.

Homonyms terms and related terms were
evaluated, and recommendations for adjustment,
reclassification in the proper List, and exclusion
were proposed to CEDOC.
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Regarding KOS, it is considered that the method allows the
establishment of semantic relationships between terms, which
constitutes one of their main features.

Starting from the identification of variant forms — from the
perspective of Cataloging — or equivalence relationships — in
the Knowledge Organization scope — it 1s possible to analyze
terms’ hierarchy and association to expand the possibilities of
communication between people, systems, and documents.

pixabay.com/pt/illustrations/o-neg%¢c3%b3cio-procurar:
nnnnnnnnnnn 2082639
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c3%a7%c3%a3o0-digital-3537400

ex%c3%b5es-comunica¥o

ons/rede-co

om/pt/illustrati

Many theoretical questions arose from this
method planning and management. Some of
them were solved during the process, others
required analysis of the collection and/or
meetings with CEDOC managers, and some of
them must be investigated.

At this time, we are thinking about whether this
kind of terms mapping involves interoperability
between different languages as postulated by
ISO 25964-2:2011. In the case of Funarte
authorities, terms came from natural language
and from other KOS (without references).
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Thus, considering that authority control
can work as a starting point for the
elaboration of Funarte KOS, improvements
to information representation, organization,
retrieval, and access to CEDOC’s
collections can be promoted.

Funarte is an information network about
Arts in Brazil, and its Authority Lists would
be important information sources related to
local and global scenarios of Arts.

cedoc.funarte.gov.br/sophia_web
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